Lynnwood Baptist Church (Pretoria, South Africa)

Prayer letter

" And pray for us also " (Col 2:4)

August 2000
Dear Brethren,

We wish to extend very warm Christian greetings to you in the name of our precious Lord and Savoir. We trust that this letter finds you well and still experiencing deeper levels of that grace and truth, which we have come to receive through Jesus Christ. Since we last wrote: 

1.We have had the great blessing of seeing the Lord add one more person to our number. His name is Hein Aucump. He had been a member of our church some years ago but had to relocate to another part of the country where he had accepted another job. Since he returned to Pretoria a few months ago, he has been a blessing to the church and we are glad that he is now formally in the membership. Please pray for us as we consider two other applications. Our desire is for the Lord to give us members who will display a true commitment to the Lord and to his church. 

2.We anticipate much activity in the church over the next two months. One reason for this is the expected visit and ministry of Pastor Mark Sarver of Albany Baptist Church, New York, in America. He will preach at three evening meetings- 31/08/ and 01/09 on the subject "Spiritual declension" and on 06/09 on the distinctives of the message of the great awakening. He will also preach/lecture at our Pastors fraternal on 5/09 on the subject “mortification of sin in the life of a Pastor”. Pastor Sarver will spend his final weekend with us preaching at our family camp (8-10 September) on the subject “Self-denial” Please pray that our brother’s ministry may be a real tonic to our souls, and a means in the Lord’s hand of heightening our devotion to him. 

3.Another activity that will preoccupy us in the next two months will be special evangelistic work. Like the last two years, we hope to commit the month of October to a concerted evangelistic effort. This will involve evangelistic preaching in every service of that month, evangelistic meetings taken by Pastor Conrad Mbewe from Zambia (4-8 October), evangelism among young people and students. Door to door outreach, even though a difficult undertaking, will also be feature every Saturday afternoon of that Month. We also hope to do some Tract & Pamphlet distribution. Please pray for our people that they would rise to the occasion and apply themselves courageously and expectantly. Pray too that we would overcome some of the practical difficulties that go with this work. The major struggles in relation to door-to-door work have been gaining access to people’s homes, and the belief among many that they are converted due to their formal church connections. Please pray for opportunities to open for us and that many of those contacted will attend the services. Pray also that we may be given wisdom to communicate the Gospel in a way that is relevant to the constantly changing needs of the community around us.

4. Please continue to pray for visitors to our church. In our last prayer letter we shared about some visitors who had been coming regularly over a period of time. Some have now stopped coming, but thankfully others continue to do so. We would covet your prayers for two of these visiting families. The first one is a Zambian family (Robbie and Judy Mumba and their children). We see Judy and the children fairly regularly at our morning service, but we hardly see Robbie who has come to work for the Zambian high commission. The other is a Burmese family. Like the Mumba family, only the wife Tun Ni Lar Oo with her children come to the service regularly. Aung, the Husband is a Buddhist. Please pray that these families would continue to come and that their family heads would commit themselves fully to the Lord and to the church through our personal ministry to them.

5. We would value your prayer for our missionary Klaas Mashabela. He has been working very hard and striving to establish a solid Reformed Baptist work in Atteridgeville, west of Pretoria. However, due to a stressful time he and the church recently went through, when five of the founding members defected to another church, he has been going through a period of discouragement. Please pray for him that the Lord would give him fortitude and multiply the fruit of his labours. Pray for our Elders as they minister to him.

6. Beginning next year, our church will be running what used to be called the RBA family conference. This will effectively replace our Church family camp and also place new demands upon us as a church because it will cater for all the churches in the Reformed Baptist Association (a group of Reformed Baptist Churches in varying degrees of fellowship with each other). Pray that the Lord would grant us wisdom to run the conference for his glory, and that the conference may become a uniting factor and an enriching rallying point for the Reformed Baptist family in South Africa.

7. Pray for South Africa. There is a big campaign in the political corridors of RSA for Africa at Large and South Africa in particular to experience an African renaissance similar to the renaissance that took place in Europe in the 16th century. Whereas there is a lot to be said for it, one is concerned about its veiled unwillingness to be rooted in biblical Christianity. This being the case, whatever will be born out of this African womb is unlikely to have any semblance to the European renaissance which was incubated, delivered and triggered by a biblically based religious reformation, but rather to be a recipe for a religious, moral and economic disaster. Please pray for the Lord’s intervention in this process. Pray especially for the conversion of the president, Mr Thabo Mbeki, who is the chief protagonist of this drive.

Pray too for the Lord to stem a trend that seems to be growing particularly in the unconverted white community. It would appear that there is a hardness of heart toward the things of God creeping into the lives of many which is making the work of evangelism even more difficult. Please pray for the Lord’s converting grace to move powerfully among them. Pray too for a wide spread revival to visit South Africa.

Thank you for your faithfulness in upholding us before the throne of grace. Please keep us informed about your own prayer needs and we will only be too glad to pray for you. 

May God richly bless you?

8.Please also prayer for Tyndale Christian School, a small Christian school operating in part of the church's premises. The church and the school need to formalise and define the relation between itself and the school. It is the desire of the church to use its facilities responsibly and efficiently for the extension of God's kingdom. Pray for wisdom in this regard and for the growth of the school, especially the financial and teaching resources required.

In Christ's Love,

Ronald Kalifungwa

For LBC Elders (Pretoria)

